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November 20, 2021 
 
 
President Dan Wells, Distinguished Guest and Members 
 
This has been a very challenging and busy year with the COVID-19 virus plaguing us. I filled in 
as the Auditor to the DDGER due to Sue Buffamonte’s passing. Other than the normal lodge 
DDGER visits a great deal of time was spent assisting the lodges with implementing the new 
Financial Reporting System (FRS). The greatest amount of work was spent cleaning up the 
current lodge books and accounts. 
 
For lodge year 2021-22 we still have seven (7) lodges with the financial reviews pending until 
the data and tax errors are corrected. There is one (1) lodge in the South District and six (6) 
lodges in the North District with issue that need correcting. I’m willing to assist the lodges where 
ever I can to get these Lodge cleaned up immediately. Failure to accomplish this will cause the 
same problem to remain with next year’s uploads. It should be noted before the lodge taxes can 
be uploaded to Grand Lodge they must be submitted to the DDGER along with the lodge balance 
sheet used for preparation of the taxes. Those documents along with the FRS report will be 
reviewed for matching numbers. Only after all numbers matched are the taxes to be uploaded. A 
new upload will be required to FRS system to handle any adjustment your accountant may have 
recommended during the preparation of the lodge taxes. Failure to do this will cause your upload 
to be flagged “Pending”. The one lodge in the South District should be resolved by the end of 
next week. The other lodges are being worked on. 
 
No extensions were granted this year beyond 1 August. This includes any extensions the lodge 
may have received from the IRS. As a result of the errors found during the conversion to the FRS 
system I cannot stress more the importance of selecting qualified Accounting Firm to prepare 
your annual taxes.  
 
We continue to express the importance of properly reporting Unrelated Business Income (UBI). 
It is extremely important for the lodges renting their facilities to separate the rental agreement 
from the food and beverage service agreement to help prevent the lodge being charged UBI taxes 
on the total of the rental. UBI is one of the first things the IRS looks for in an audit of your lodge. 
Another area of concern is not reporting and paying Use Tax on goods purchase outside the state 
without sales tax being charged and using the goods in the state. A prime example of this is 
materials purchased from Grand Lodge - all require use tax to be paid. As with the IRS the first 
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thing the State Franchise Tax Board looks for is unpaid Use Tax. It almost guaranteed something 
will be found in both cases giving cause for further digging. 
 
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 
 

 
 
Bill Wiseman, PSP 
NSEA Business Practices Chair 
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The NSEA website (nsea-elks.org) continues to be used as a tool to support the efforts of the 
NSEA Offices Committees. We have now gone over 88,000 viewings on the site. The website 
continues to play very important role in much needed communications with our members. 
Improvements are continuing to be made to the site. NSEA Training program has increased the 
number of questions to 160 on a total of seven tests. The use of the site for reporting lodge State 
Committee Reports to the NSEA has improved some since the last convention. We continue to 
encourage the lodge to use the reporting system. It was necessary to change the ID and password 
on the protected pages to provide better security.  
 
A COVI-19 Information page plus additional information for St. Jude’s Ranch for Children have 
been added to the site. We continue to keep the Grand Lodge Manuals current on the site. 
 
Thanks to NSEA Photographer Bruce Lafferty we now have over 50,000 photos in a total of 45 
photo albums. We need each of the Lodges to get me their current list of members that are 
Veterans so we can bring our site current. We need name, rank and the calendar years they 
served. It is important we show our appreciation by keeping our site current. 
 
Remember this is your web site; I need your comments, ideas and/or suggestions as to what you 
would like to see on the site. Our site continues to get top recognition. 
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 
 

 
 
Bill Wiseman, PSP 
NSEA Webmaster 
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